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THIS    BOOK  TS 
jpcbicitteb 

TO  ALL  WHO  MAY  NEED  ITS  OCIDANCE: 
WITH  THE   DESIRE  THAT 
IT  MAY  TEND  TO  THE  MORE  EXTENSIVE  ADOPTION 
OF  THE 

HOMOEOPATHIC  TREATMENT 
OF  ACCIDUNTS. 


PREFACE  TO  THE  THIRD  EDITION. 


This  little  work  having  passed  through 
two  editions  in  the  short  space  of  eight 
months, — and  it  being  desirable  that  the 
matter  contained  herein  should  be  known 
to  all  who  have  adopted  the  homoeopathic 
treatment,  so  that  in  cases  of  accident 
help  of  the  best  kind  may  be  readily  at 
hand, — the  author  has  been  induced  to 
publish  another  edition,  and  to  enlarge  it 
with  the  addition  of  a  few  most  interest- 
ing cases  in  which  the  treatment  here 
recommended  has  proved  sufficient.  The 
amount  of  information  must  not  be  judged 
of  by  the  thickness  of  the  book,  for  much 
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that  is  valuable  is  here  condensed  into  ;. 
small  compass;  this  lias  been  chiefly 
effected  by  having  tabular  arrangements 
of  the  application  of  the  remedies,  and  of 
the  diseased  conditions  referring  to  such 
application  ;  thus  usefulness  lias  not  been 
sacrificed  to  brevity. 

Homoeopathy  is  a  universal  blessing; 
and  has,  in  the  hands  of  the  people,  as 
well  as  in  its  use  by  the  profession,  fully 
established  its  power  to  cure  "  quickly, 
safely,  and  pleasantly,"  all  diseases  that 
admit  of  cure. 


:..  CRANK  STREET,  CHESTER, 
September,  ltoo. 


NOTE  TO  THE  FOURTH  EDITION. 


Another  edition  of  the  "  External 
Eemedies  "  being  demanded  by  the  sale 
of  the  last,  the  book  has  been  carefully 
revised.  Several  additional  cases,  illustra- 
tive of  the  treatment  here  recommended  ; 
and  the  treatment  of  Accidents  from  Fire, 
etc.,  have  been  added  to  make  the  Work 
still  more  worthy  the  attention  of  the 
Homoeopathic  public.  An  Appendix  on 
the  Uses  of  Camphor  is  also  added. 

CHESTER,  August,  1856. 


INTRODUCTORY  REMARKS. 


"  From  the  prevailing  indifference  with  respect  to  the 
virtues  of  those  plants  that  do  not  immediately  contribute 
to  the  gratification  of  our  appetite,  it  might  be  supposed 
that  our  infirmities  and  diseases  had  left  us ;  or,  that 
having  let  out  our  bodies  to  surgeons  on  repairing  leases, 
we  were  no  longer  at  liberty  to  extract  a  thorn,  or  assuage 
pains  given  by  the  sting  of  a  wasp,  without  committing  a. 
trespass." 


Under  certain  circumstances,  the  ex- 
ternal use  of  homoeopathic  medicines  is 
allowable  and  commendable,  serving  not 
merely  to  ensure  the  specific  action  of  the 
remedy  upon  the  part  affected,  but  also 
to  promote  increased  action  towards 
health.    It  will  be  seen  by  the  contents 


10 

of  this  little  book  that  the  true  sphere  of 
external  remedies  may  be  confined  to 
those  accidents  or  ailments  distinctly  trace- 
able to  external  causes  ;  although,  as  we 
have  here  endeavoured  to  exemplify,  the 
sphere  of  medicines  internally  adminis- 
tered, is  not  thus  limited.* 

Where  mechanical  force  or  external 
conditions  have  caused  mechanical  injury, 
we,  as  homocopathists,  are  acting  in  all 
strictness  according  to  the  law  that 
"  likes  shall  be  treated  with  likes,"  by 
preferring  the  external  application  of  the 
raw  or  slightly  diluted  tincture  of  the 
homoeopathic  remedy,  even  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  water  dressings  or  poultices  of 
linseed  or  bread. 

Homoeopathy  has  done  much  in  these 

*  See  Cantliaris,  Ledum,  &t. 
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matters  to  supersede  the  present  practice 
of  surgery,  and  will  yet  do  more  and  bet- 
ter, by  preventing  many  diseases  which 
are  now  subjected  to  the  knife  for  eradi- 
cation. 

On  comparing  the  effects  produced  by 
the  use  of  our  external  remedies  with 
those  resulting  from  the  present  practice 
adopted  by  the  allopathists,  as  exhibited 
in  the  pages  of  the  Lancet*  and  other 
medical  journals,  one  can  but  wonder  how 

*  In  particular  see  Lancet  No.  vii,  August  10,  185H, 
pp.  190,  "  Lacerated  wound  of  the  ring  finger  from  broken 
glass,  followed  by  swelling  and  suppuration  of  the  baud  ; 
extension  of  erysipelatous  inflammation  up  the  arm; 
disease  of  the  right  eye,  with  protrusion  of  the  globe  ; 
arachnitis;  general  contamination  of  the  system.  Death.  ' 
On  comparing  this  case,  in  its  details,  with  the  third 
case  mentioned  under"  Calendula,"  itappears  more  than 
probable  that  had  the  treatment  been  the  same  as 
Header's  the  patient  would  have  entirely  recovered. 
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it  is  that  this  truly  agreeable  and  pain- 
saving  mode  of  treatment  is  not  more 
generally  adopted.  Such  external  treat- 
ment requires  no  stretch  of  the  imagina- 
tion as  to  the  action  of  the  remedies, 
for  success  is  certain,  if  the  medicine  is 
judiciously  chosen;  and  the  satisfactory 
results  following  such  trial  may  lead  to 
a  further  trial  of  the  equally  satisfactory 
action  of  small  doses,  to  cure  other  and 
more  lasting  disturbances  of  the  system; 
for  homoeopathy  is  essentially  "the  medi- 
cine of  experience." 

We  are  justified  by  observation  and  ex- 
perience in  stating,  that  where  homoeo- 
pathic remedies  are  used  externally,  the 
cure  is  more  speedily  accomplished  by  the 
additional  use  of  globules  of  the  same 
medicine,  in  a  higher  dilution  internally. 
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In  either  external  or  internal  adminis- 
tration of  homoeopathic  remedies,  the 
purity  of  the  medicines  used  is  a  matter 
of  great  importance,  especially  to  the  in- 
va]  id.  Many  specious  imitations  have  been, 
and  still  are,  vended  as  Arnica  tincture. 
The  chief  perceptible  differences  between 
the  true  and  spurious  tincture  are  these  : 


Ti'uo  Arnica  TinGture  is 
of  a  brownish  vellow- 
trreen  color. 

odor  of  the  Arnica  (some- 
what  like  apples),  pre- 
vails over  the  odor  of 
the  alcohol. 


Spurious  Arnica  tincture 
is  of  a  light  yellowish 
color. 

Odor  of  the  Alcohol  pre- 
vailing. 


Several  instances  have  come  under  tho 
writer's  notice  as  to  the  carelessness 
shown  by  some  druggists  in  procuring 
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a  pure  article  ;  e.g.  using  the  roots  of 
Tamus  communis  and  Bryonia  dioica,  to 
prepare  a  tincture  to  vie  with  that  of 
Bryonia  alba,  made  by  the  Homoeopathic 
Chemist.  It  is,  perhaps,  needless  to  say, 
thai  the  use  of  such  tinctures  failed  to 
give  satisfaction,  and  so  brought  the  re- 
medy into  disrepute.  Such  mistakes  are 
nut  current  in  homoeopathic  pharmacy,  on 
account,  (if  the  care  which  is  taken  to 
procure  the  true  remedy,  because  of  the 
smallness  of  the  dose  generally  required. 


DIRECTIONS 


FOR  THE  USE  OF  ARNICA,  CALENDULA,  CAN- 
THABIDES,  LEDUM,  RHUS  TOX.,  AND  RUTA 
GRAVEOLENS,  AS  EXTERNAL  REMEDIES 
IN  CASES  OF  ACCIDENT. 

The  external  use  of  Arnica,  Rhus  Tox., 
and  Cantharicles  requires  considerable 
care  ;  much  trouble  has  in  some  instances, 
been  caused  by  the  solutions  of  Arnica 
and  Rhus  Tox.  having  been  used  too 
frequently,  or,  having  been  made  too 
strong.  Unfavourable  symptoms,  arising 
from  their  administration,  may  be  speedily 
controlled  by  the  remedies  which  are 
homoeopathic  to  the  disturbed  state,  i.e., 
by  the  medicines  named  as  antidotes  in 
the  following  pages. 
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If  care  be  given  to  the  preparations  of 
the  lotions  no  dauger  need  be  appre- 
hended ;  but  in  order  to  guard  against 
the  effects  of  carelessness,  the  symi.toms 
which  might  arise,  and  their  antidotes  are 
here  given. 

SYMPTOMS  AND  ANTIDOTES. 

Arnica.  Pimple,  or  blister-like  erup- 
tion, accompanied  with  shiverings  and 
anxiety.  Antidote — Cocculus  ;  four  drops 
of  the  2nd  dilution,  to  be  added  to  half  a 
pint  of  water  ;  with  this  lotion  sponge  the 
affected  part  for  two  minutes  at  a  time 
every  two  hours  until  relieved. 

(  'antuarides.  Difficulty  of  urination, 
with  or  without  pain.  Antidote — Tinc- 
ture of  Camphor,  three  drops  mixed  in 
six  tea-spoonfuls  of  water,  a  tea-spoonful 
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of  the  mixture  to  be  taken  every  three 
hours. 

Rhus  Toxicodendron.  Blister- like 
eruption  with  redness,  burning  tingling 
pain,  and  swelling  of  the  affected  part. 
Antidote  —  Ledum  Palustre  ;  add  one 
drop  of  the  tincture  to  six  dessert  spoon- 
fuls of  water ;  with  this  lotion  sponge  the 
parts  affected,  for  one  or  two  minutes 
every  two  hours,  till  well. 

MODES  OF  APPLYING  THE  REMEDIES. 

Before  each  diseased  condition  noted  in 
the  "  Alphabetical  Arrangement,"  which 
follows  the  "  Descriptions  and  uses  of  the 
remedies,"  numbers  are  placed,  which 
refer  to  the  following  methods  of  appli- 
cation : — 
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1.  The  Bandage.  Moisten  a  piece  of 
linen  or  cotton  cloth,  of  equal  extent  to 
the  injured  surface,  with  the  lotion,  ami 
apply  to  the  part  affected,  covering  it  with 
a  linen  or  cotton  bandage,  so  as  to  ex- 
clude tbe  air;  repeat  this  as  soon  as  the 
cloth  becomes  too  dry  or  too  warm.  Chil- 
blains are  best  treated  thus  in  the  evening. 

2.  The  Wash.  Wash  the  injury  with 
the  lotion,  continuing  the  washing  for  a 
few  minutes  after  disappearance  of  the 
pain. 

3.  These  are  best  treated  by  being  rub- 
bed gently  with  Liniment;"  if  this  is  not 
at  hand,  use  the  wash  first,  and  after- 
wards the  bandage. 

4.  Scrape  sufficient  lint,  cotton,  or  linen, 

*  Liniments  medicated  with  the  suitable  remedy  may 
!)•;  procured  i'rcjin  any  Hoiiiceopnthic  Chemist. 
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to  form  a  pad  for  the  sores ;  saturate  the 
pad  with  the  lotion  prescribed,  and  apply 
as  you  would  a  poultice  on  cotton  cloth  ; 
renew  the  application,  as  often  as  occasion 
may  demand. 


DESCRIPTIONS  AND  USES  OF 
THE  REMEDIES. 


A.KNICA  MONTANA,  OH  LEOPARD'S  BANE. 

Nauirul  r.nlfir,  Composite. 
Sub-order,  Corymbiferie. 

This  plant  is  a  native  of  the  moun- 
tainous districts  of  Austria  and  Germany, 
,md  has  been  used  as  a  "pain-healer  "  1'} 
tin-  peasantry  of  those  regions,  to  a  greater 
or  lesser  extent,  for  hundreds  of  years. 
Hahnemann,  in  his  Materia  Medica  Pura 
observes  ;  —  "  The  theories,  definitions, 
distinctions,  and  sophistic  speculations  of 
the  old  school,  have  not  been  able  in  the 


Arnica  montana .     A  nature 
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centuries  of  the  past,  to  discover  the 
specific  curative  power  of  this  plant,  or  to 
perceive  its  remedial  influence  against  the 
pernicious  consequences  which  often  at- 
tend falls,  contusions,  blows,  thrusts,  strain- 
ings, twisting,  or  tearing,  the  solid  parts 
of  our  organism.  The  common  man  had 
to  discover  the  virtues  of  this  drug ;  after 
having  used  an  inumerable  quantity  of 
other  substances,  he  at  last  discovered  in 
this  remedy  a  protective  agent  against  the 
consequences  of  falls,  etc.,  and  therefore 
called  it  'Fallkraut'  (plant  against  falls.) 
Two  hundred  years  ago,  a  physician,  Fehr, 
communicated  this  discovery  of  domestic 
practice  to  the  profession,  (who  then 
named  this  herb  Panacea  lapsorumj." 

Arnica  is  of  especial  service  in  con- 
tusions ;  falls ;  blows  or  contused  wounds ; 
c 
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parts  crushed,  where  the  skin  may  be 
lacerated  and  bruised,  or  bruised  only  ; 
bed  sores,  at  their  commencement,  before 
the  skin  is  much  broken.  Alter  severe 
bodily  exertion  the  external  use  of  Arnica 
is  very  beneficial,  taking  away  fatigue. 
In  muscular  weakness,  arising  from  exer- 
tion, it  exerts  the  same  influence.  In 
these  instances  the  lotion  is  to  be  sponged 
over  the  muscles,  or  the  whole  of  the 
body  if  necessary,  in  place  of  sponging 
with  cold  or  tepid  water.  Sore  or  blistered 
feet  after  walking;  blistered  hands  after 
rowing  or  cricketing,  etc.  Whitlows,  or 
gatherings  on  the  fingers,  which  ache 
much  and  have  red  inflamed  borders ; 
corns  that  ache  after  cutting ;  soreness  of 
corns  induced  by  pressure  ;  chilblains, 
where  the  skin  is  not  broken  ;  and  black 
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eyes,  from  blows  or  contusions.  Chapped 
hands  or  lips  are  best  treated  with  Arnica 
cerate. 

"  Even  in  most  dangerous  wounds,  by 
falls  or  blunt  instruments,  Arnica  is  very 
efficacious ;  it  is  also  eminently  useful 
against  the  pain  attending  the  pulling 
out  of  teeth,  or  other  surgical  operations 
in  which  sensitive  parts  have  been  violent- 
ly strained  ;  such  operations  as  reductions 
of  joints,  fractures,  etc."  It  materially 
diminishes  gouty  pains,  but  should  only 
be  used  as  a  lotion  when  it  is  also  taken 
internally.  An  American  dentist,  who 
has  a  large  and  successful  practice,  always 
applies  a  lotion  of  Arnica,  after  exca- 
vating teeth,  prior  to  plugging  them  ;  he 
assured  the  writer  that  he  had  found  it 
of  great  service  ;  not  only  relieving  the 
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pain,  but  frequently  and  generally  pre- 
venting, or  considerably  modifying,  ul- 
ceration at  tbe  fangs  of  the  teeth. 


The  following  cases,  taken  from  the 
Monthly  Homoeopathic  Eeview,  serve 
to  verify  the  statements  made  by  Hahne- 
mann some  forty  years  back.  It  is  but 
just  to  state  that  these  are  a  few  out  of 
thirty-two  cases  of  eye  surgery,  treated 
with  Aconite  and  Arnica,  by  Dr.  A.  Cade, 
an  allopathic  surgeon,  who  has  the  can- 
dour to  admit  that  the  idea  "  is  due  to 
the  homoeopathists,  and  probably  came 
to  the  allopathists  from  their  camp."* 


*  Dr.  Cade  m»de  the  above-quoted  admission  reluc- 
tantly, although  he  received  his  directions  and  medicines 
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"Case  VI.— L.  K.,  aged  fifty-five; 
double  capsulo-lenticular  cataract ;  ope- 
rated by  depression-reclination  ;  arnica  ; 
no  pain  or  inflammation ;  recovery. 

"  Case  VII. — M.  C,  aged  sixty-eight. 
Single  cataract ;  same  operation ;  arnica. 
During  the  first  week  all  went  on  well, 
but  suddenly  parenchymatous  iritis  super- 
vened ;  brought  on  apparently  by  prema- 

from  brother  A.  Eapanet  (a  trappist  monk  who  practises 
homosopathy),  who  says  of  bim,  "  I  proposed  to  him  to 
use  both  these  medicines  (Aconite  and  Arnica)  in  the 
preventive,  abortive,  and  curative  treatment  of  the  inflam- 
mation of  the  eyes  following  the  operation  for  cataract. 
He  made  use  of  them,  and  with  success ;  but  they  would 
have  answered  still  better  if  ho  had  not  sacrificed  to  his 
own  prejudices,  and  had  followed  out  my  directions  as  to 

the  dose  Dr.  Cade  has  received  several  other 

directions,  the  practical  advantages  of  which  he  will, 
perhaps,  some  day  reveal,  and,  no  doubt,  with  less  re- 
serve. May  the  works  of  our  school  assist  him,  and  may 
God  bless  his  efforts !" 


tare  trials  of  the  power  of  vision  ;  obliter- 
ation of  the  pupil  and  return  of  the  blind- 
ness. The  author,  "in  presence  of  a  dis- 
ease so  serious  and  so  rebellious,  did  not 
even  think  of  having  recourse  to  aconite; 
he  hastened  to  attack  the  mischief  vigor- 
ously by  means  of  a  copious  venesection, 
mercurial  and  belladonna  preparations, 
and  abstinence  from  food.  There  was 
copious  salivation  during  four  consecutive 
days  without  any  apparent  improvement 
in  the  organ  affected.  A  large  blister  on 
the  nape  of  the  neck  ;  repeated  purga- 
tives; same  absence  of  good  results.  It 
was  then  that,  "  in  despair  of  a  recovery, 
he  had  recourse  (sixteen  days  after  the 
operation)  to  aconite."  The  aconite  waB 
administered,  and  all  other  medication 
suspended.    "  The  next  day,  a  marked 
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improvement;  to  an  obstinate  sleepiness 
of  nine  days'  duration,,  there  succeeded 
the  sweet  quiet  of  a  refreshing  sleep." 
The  aconite  was  continued  for  a  week,  at 
the  end  of  which  time  the  absorption  of 
the  false  membrane,  which  closed  the 
pupil,  was  sufficient  to  allow  the  passage 
of  luminous  rays  and  the  return  of  the 
sight. 

"  Case  VIII  F.  M.,  aged  sixty-four. 

A  cataract,  soft  at  its  centre  and  lactes- 
cent at  its  circumference  ;  operated  by 
division  of  the  lens ;  arnica ;  slight  in- 
jection ;  no  inflammation  ;  recovery. 

" Case  X. — Madme. E.,  aged  sixty-five. 
Capsulo-lenticular  cataract  in  the  right 
eye ;  operated  on  the  5th  of  May,  by  de- 
pression-reclination  ;  arnica.  At  the  end 
of  the  four  days  "  violent  inflammation 
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broke  out ;  it  neilher  yielded  to  blood- 
letting, mercury  with  belladonna,  nor  to 
cutaneous  revulsion.  At  niy  second  visit, 
on  the  13th,  what  a  disappointment  was 
it  not  to  me,  to  find  that  in  this  case  in 
which  the  operation  had  succeeded  so  well 
at  first,  the  pupil  was  obstructed  by  a 
plastic  exudation,  and  that  there  was,  at 
the  same  time,  discolouration  of  the  iris 
and  violent  pains  in  the  eye  and  head ! 
Twenty  drops  of  aconite.  Kestoration  of 
ease  a  few  hours  after  the  administration 
of  this  dose. 

"Under  the  influence  of  this  medicine, 
continued  at  the  same  dose  during  several 
days,  the  opaque  veil  placed  behind  the 
field  of  vision  became  sufficiently  attenu- 
ated to  allow  of  a  certain  amount  of  light 
to  gain  access  to  the  eye,  but  not  enough 
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to  restore  to  it  the  complete  exercise  of 
its  functions. 

"Here  the  aconite,  by  quieting  the 
atrocious  pains  of  iritis,  did  indeed  dis- 
play its  power  of  subduing  the  nervous 
excitement ;  but  less  powerful  than  in 
Case  VII.  It  only  partially  removed  the 
unfortunate  organic  products  of  the  in- 
flammation of  the  iris." 

Had  the  author  used  aconite  from  the 
first,  and  alone,  it  is  more  than  probable 
that  no  exudation  would  have  taken  place. 
But  this  was  not  his  only  error.  As  an 
eclectic,  he  made  use  of  one  or  two  reme- 
dies, from  which  he  expected  not  only  the 
effects  which  ought  to  be  expected  from 
them  in  the  stage  of  the  disease  to  which 
they  are  appropriate,  but  a  salutary  effect 
in  every  stage  of  the  disease.    Had  he 


30 

examined,  with  a  little  more  attention, 
the  system  of  which  he  thinks  so  lightly, 
although  he  is  content  to  adopt  some  of 
the  good  which  it  has  achieved,  he  would 
have  found  that  there  are  medicines  which 
are  useful  in  promoting  the  absorption  of 
plastic  exudation,  in  which  aconite,  espe- 
cially when  inflammatory  action  is  sub- 
dued, can  do  hut  littlegood. — [Ed.  Homce- 
opathic  Review.^ 

"Case  XXI.— B.,  aged  sixty-four. 
Operated  by  division  of  the  lens  on  both 
eyes.  In  the  left  eye  the  iris  was  wounded 
by  the  needle,  and  some  effusion  took 
place  into  both  chambers.  Notwithstand- 
ing this  accident,  and  under  the  use  of 
arnica,  everything  went  on  well,  and  a 
good  recovery  took  place. 

"  Case  XXVI.— L.  L.,  aged  sixty.  In 
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the  left  eye  a  capsulo-lenticular  cataract 
adhering  to  the  iris ;  in  the  right  a  soft 
cataract.  Operation  on  hoth  eyes  by  de- 
pression-reclination.  A  slight  effusion  of 
blood  took  place  in  both  chambers  of  the 
left  eye,  when  the  adhesions  were  being 
destroyed  ;  arnica.  The  author,  as  well 
as  Dr.  Eicou,  who  assisted  him,  expected 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  injury  of  the 
iris,  a  severe  inflammation  would  arise ; 
none  took  place  ;  recovery. 

"Case  XXVII.— V.B.,  a  little  girl, 
aged  five  years,  born  blind  ;  the  eyes 
were  constantly  in  motion,  and  the  child 
unruly ;  hence  the  operation  was  under- 
taken with  considerable  hesitation  ;  ar- 
nica ;  recovery." 

"Case  XXVIII. — A.,  aged  fifty-five, 
had  been  operated  on  unsuccessfully.  In 
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the  left  eye  there  was  a  secondary  pseudo- 
membranous cataract.  The  false  mem- 
brane was  detached  by  means  of  the 
needle,  rolled  upon  it,  and  then  plunged 
into  the  vitreous  body ;  arnica;  recovery. 

"Case  XXIX. — P.,  aged  fifty-two. 
Operated  on  the  right  eye  by  the  usual 
method  ;  arnica ;  in  the  evening,  slight 
cerebro- ocular  re-action»;  aconite  and 
blood-letting ;  recovery. 

"  Case  XXXI.— M.  B.,  aged  sixty- 
four.  Affected  with  chronic  rheumatism. 
Operated  on  the  left  eye  by  depression 
and  division  of  the  lens  ;  the  arnica  was 
not  used  externally,  on  account  of  the 
rheumatism.  The  next  day  the  rheuma- 
tism became  troublesome  in  the  integu- 
ments of  the  head,  in  the  arms,  and  proe- 
cordial  region ;  aconite  and  arnica  were 
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administered  in  alternation.  From  that 
day,  all  went  on  well,  and  the  patient 
ceased  to  suffer  from  the  daily  attacks  of 
rheumatism  to  which  he  was  accustomed ; 
recovery. 

"Case  XXXII.— F.,  aged  thirty- three. 
Traumatic  cataract ;  operated  hy  division 
of  the  lens.  The  operation  presented  some 
difficulty,  and  was,  in  consequence,  of 
longer  duration  than  usual ;  consecutive 
inflammation  was  therefore  greatly  feared. 
But,  thanks  to  arnica  and  aconite,  taken 
alternately,  no  such  result  took  place.  At 
the  end  of  a  week,  a  semi-lunar  segment 
of  the  upper  part  of  the  pupil  had  become 
transparent." 

I  have  only  given  a  few  out  of  the 
thirty-two  cases  treated  by  Dr.  Cade,  but 
sufficient,  I  think,  to  show  that  much  has 


34 

been  gained  by  tbe  use  of  this  valuable 
medicine.  Dr.  Cade's  conclusion  as  to 
their  use  is,  "  that  since  the  introduction 
of  arnica  and  aconite  into  the  preventive 
and  curative  treatment  of  the  inflamma- 
tory accidents  consequent  upon  the  opera- 
tion for  cataract,  the  proportion  of  his 
successes  has  greatly  increased,  since,  in 
forty  operations,  he  has  obtained  thirty- 
eight  successes  ;  that  is  to  say,  nineteen 
out  of  twenty,  or  one  failure  in  twenty 
cases ;  whereas,  in  his  former  report,  he 
could  only  lay  claim  to  six  successful 
cases  out  of  seven,  and  consequently  had 
one  failure  out  of  seven  cases,  out  of  a 
total  of  one  hundred  and  ninety- eight 
operations."* 

*  Tlie  success  obtained  by  Dr.  Cade  must  not  betaken 
as  the  maximum  of  good  that  may  be  obtained  by  horuce- 
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CASE   OF   FRACTURE  OF  THE  SKULL,  WITH 

DEPRESSION. 

(Communicated  by  Hr.  C.  Haij.   Transactions  of  the 
Swedish  Society  of  Physicians.) 

In  the  course  of  last  autumn,  a  labourer 
on  the  Safvar  estate,  about  twenty-five 
years  of  age,  of  strong  constitution  and 
healthy  appearance,  in  springing  a  mine, 
was  struck  on  the  vertex  by  a  piece  of 
granite,  and  fell  senseless  to  the  ground. 
Some  hours  after  the  accident  I  arrived, 
and  found  the  patient  labouring  under  a 
fracture  of  the  skull,  in  a  comatose  condi- 
tion, and  unable  to  swallow.  On  examin- 
ing the  injury,  I  discovered  in  the  inte- 

opathic  practitioners;  for  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
he  was  very  ignorant  of  the  effects  of  the  medicines  used 
by  him,  and  still  more  ignorant  of  other  remedies  which 
might  have  been  used  with  great  benefit  in  these  cases. 
Case  X.  is  sufiicient  evidence  of  this. 
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guments  covering  the  right  parietal  bone 
a  wound  some  inches  long,  under  which 
the  hone  was  partly  fractured  and  partly 
depressed ;  in  the  anterior  angle  of  the 
wound,  there  was  a  portion  of  bone  one 
and  a  quarter  inch  in  length,  and  three- 
quarters  of  an  inch  broad,  loose,  so  that 
it  could  be  taken  away,  on  which  the 
subjacent  dura  mater  was  found  torn,  and 
a  small  portion  of  the  cerebral  mass  was 
attached  to  the  bone.  The  depressed 
piece  of  bone  was  about  two  and  a  quar- 
ter inches  long  and  one  and  a  half  in 
breadth ;  it  was  separated  from  the  sur- 
rounding bones,  but  was  so  firmly  de- 
pressed that  it  could  not  be  moved  with- 
out the  employment  of  force,  on  which 
account  I  considered  it  most  advisable  to 
leave  it  undisturbed.    Under  such  cir- 
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cumstances  the  prognosis,  of  course,  could 
not  be  otherwise  than  highly  unfavoura- 
ble. The  patient  was  bled  largely  from 
the  arm,  a  lavement  was  administered, 
and  ice  was  applied  to  the  head.  After 
the  comatose  condition  had  lasted  some 
clays,  consciousness  begaD  to  return  at  in- 
tervals ;  but  the  power  of  vision  was  very 
weak  in  the  left  eye,  and  the  left  arm 
was  paralysed.  Under  the  continued  use 
of  arnica  the  normal  power  of  vision  re- 
turned, and  the  paralysis  of  the  left  arm 
gradually  disappeared  ;  the  paralysis  lin- 
gered longest  in  the  fingers  of  the  left 
hand,  which  has,  however,  now  for  the 
most  part  disappeared,  so  that  only  an 
inconsiderable  degree  of  flexion  remains. 
The  depressed  portion  of  bone  has  exfo- 
liated under  the  continued  application  of 
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basilicon  ointment  and  the  use  of  the 
powdered  bark,  and  is  becoming  more 
and  more  covered  with  granulations.  Ap- 
petite and  sleep  have  returned,  and  the 
patient's  strength  is  (about  four  months 
after  the  accident)  so  much  restored  that 
he  can  cut  wood — in  a  word,  perform 
tolerably  hard  work.  Neither  headache 
nor  any  other  inconvenient  result  of  the 
injury  remains  at  the  time  I  write  this. 
— Medical  Times  and  Gazette,  Feb.  21th, 
1858. 

Almost  every  family  in  which  homoeo- 
pathic medicine  is  used,  know,  by  expe- 
rience, the  value  of  this  remedy. 

Lotion. — Twenty  drops  of  the  tincture 
to  half  a  pint  of  soft  water ;  should  the 
skin  be  broken  or  cut,  the  lotion  is  to  be 
half  this  strength.    Whenever  the  use  of 


39 

arnica  is  required  for  several  weeks,  as  in 
muscular  debility,  especially  if  the  use  of 
the  lotion  is  to  be  repeated  daily,  five 
drops  of  the  tincture  to  half  a  piut  of  water 
will  be  found  sufficient.  This  should  be 
the  strength  used  for  muscular  fatigue. 

CALENDULA  OFFICINALIS,  OB  MARIGOLD. 

Natural  order,  Composite. 
Sub-order,  Corymbiferffl. 

The  marigold,  a  native  of  France,  is 
now  common  in  most  gardens  in  England, 
for  which  situation  it  shows  its  fondness, 
by  rapidly  increasing,  and  threatening  to 
choke  other  flowers.  Although  it  has 
been  used  as  a  vulnerary  occasionally  by 
the  peasantry  of  France,  and  by  some  of 
the  profession  in  olden  time,  its  use  is 
now  discarded  by  the  allopathic  school. 
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This  plant  has  been  named  Verrucaria, 
on  account  of  its  efficacy  in  curing  warts. 
A  knowledge  of  its  virtues  is  principally 
due  to  some  of  the  German  homoeo- 
pathists,  who  have  proved,  by  experiment, 
that  it  should  be  used  in  preference  to 
Arnica,  when  the  part  injured  is  cut  or 
lacerated  (torn)  more  than  bruised.  It 
is  especially  of  service  when  the  nails 
are  cut  across,  or  cut  to  the  quick.  Se- 
vere cuts  may  be  speedily  relieved  (both 
pain  and  bleeding  quickly  subsiding)  by 
the  external  use  of  this  remedy.  By  its 
use  in  lacerations  erysipelas  is  prevented. 

The  following  cases,  illustrative  of  its 
use  in  lacerated  wounds,  are  worthy  of 
place  here  ;  the  first  four  occurred  in  the 
practice  of  the  late  Dr.  Thorer,  of  Gorlitz, 
to  whom  we  are  principally  indebted  for 
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pointing  out  the  superior  efficacy  of  Calen- 
dula in  lacerations  ;  "  The  first  case 
treated  was  that  of  a  coachman.  He  was 
kicked  by  his  horse  on  the  lower  lip, 
which  was  torn  entirely.  The  laceration 
was  one  inch  in  length,  and  indented. 
The  parts  were  kept  together  by  means 
of  a  very  narrow  slip  of  adhesive  plaster, 
which  was  applied  close  to  the  margin  of 
the  lip,  and  compresses  were  applied  to 
the  wound,  moistened  with  a  decoction  of 
Calendula ;  after  a  lapse  of  three  days 
the  wound  began  to  cicatrize  without  sup- 
puration. The  wound  healed  by  first  in- 
tention very  rapidly,  and  the  cicatrix*  is 
scarcely  perceptible.  There  had  been  no 
particular  pain  of  any  kind. 

"  Miss  H.  had  a  fall  down  stairs.  She 

*  The  murk  left  after  lieuling  of  ft  wound. 
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had  several  contusions  on  the  chest,  a 
deep  hole  on  the  forehead,  and  another 
hole,  much  larger,  on  the  tip  and  back  of 
the  nose.  She  complained  of  great  pain, 
and  was  much  worried  about  her  mutilated 
nose.  Calendula  was  applied,  and  the 
healing  of  the  wounds  was  so  perfect  that 
no  one  would  suspect  that  ther©  had  ever 
been  a  wound  of  any  kind. 

"  The  third  case  is  one  of  great  im- 
portance. Floeder,  a  boy  of  sixteen  years, 
had  his  arm  caught  in  the  wheel  of  a 
machine  driven  by  water,  and  had  the 
following  injuries  inflicted  upon  his  per- 
son, on  July  6th,  1844. 

1.  The  left  upper  arm  was  broken,  the 
sharp  point  of  the  bone  pierced  the  skin 
skin  and  stood  out. 
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2.  A  deep  flesh  wound  in  the  bend  of 
the  elbow. 

3.  The  left  forearm  was  entirely  de- 
prived of  its  muscular  [fleshy]  coating,  so 
that  the  bones  of  the  arm  were  exposed 
through  a  space  of  sis  inches. 

4.  The  hand  was  very  nearly  torn  off, 
and  was  adhering  to  the  arm  by  a  small 
bundle  of  flesh. 

5.  The  skin  and  the  anterior  muscles  of 
the  right  leg  were  torn  off,  exhibiting  a 
large  and  deep  flesh  wound,  which  pene- 
trated to  the  bone. 

6.  A  number  of  small  flesh  wounds 
were  discovered  in  the  blackened  face, 
and  on  the  bruised  chest.  Extravasation 
of  blood  in  the  eyes  [blood-shot].  The 
horribly  mutilated  boy  was  exhausted  to 
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the  highest  degree  by  the  pain  and  the 
loss  of  blood.  I  (Thorer)  at  once  am- 
putated the  arm  at  the  point  where  the 
splinters  of  the  broken  upper  arm  had 
pierced  the  flesh.  Without  going  into  a 
detailed  description  of  all  the  contrivances 
resorted  to,  I  will  simply  state  that  the 
fleshy  parts  of  the  right  leg  were  covered 
with  compresses  which  had  been  moist- 
ened with  Calendula  tea.  These  com- 
presses were  continued  until  the  cure  was 
completed,  which  took  place  towards  the 
end  of  August.  Granulation  [healing^, 
took  place  without  suppuration,  [the  for- 
mation of 'matter]  whereas  the  usual  sup- 
purative process  set  in  in  the  stump  of  the 
upper  arm,  which  ivas  subject  to  the  usual 
surgical  treatment.  I  had  not  been,  pre- 
viously, acquainted  with  this  property  of 
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Calendula,  and  at  once  treated  the  am- 
putated limb  in  the  same  manner.  The 
cicatrizing  process  went  on  as  favour- 
ably in  the  stump  as  it  had  done  in  the 
leg.  Eveiy  wound  healed  admirably, 
and  was  covered  with  a  new  skin.  No 
one  who  now  sees  the  parts  would  suspect, 
in  the  least,  the  former  horrible  muti- 
lations. The  boy  recovered  entirely  in 
seven  weeks. 

"  Fourth  case  :  Mr.  C.  had  the  misfor- 
tune to  have  his  fingers  caught  in  the 
wheel  of  a  mill.  The  anterior  joint  of 
the  index  finger,  and  the  two  joints  of  the 
ring  finger,  were  torn  off  entirely,  and 
the  fleshy  part  of  the  tip  of  the  middle 
finger  was  likewise  carried  away.  A 
small  portion  of  the  bare  bone  of  the 
second  joint  of  the  ring  finger  had  re- 
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rnained,  and  the  patient  was  very  anxious 
to  have  it  taken  off.  I  left  it,  however, 
in  the  hope  that  the  granulation  might 
be  favourable,  and  cover  this  little  rem- 
nant of  the  joint  with  fleshy  particles. 
The  patient  had  stopped  the  bleeding 
with  cold  water.  The  Calendula  was 
applied  on  the  second  day  after  the  occur- 
rence of  the  accident.  The  result  of  the 
application  was  very  satisfactory ;  the 
wounds  did  not  suppurate,  and  the  granu- 
lation went  on  undisturbed  to  the  termi- 
nation of  the  cure.  The  little  spike  of 
bone  on  the  ring  finger  had  dropped  off 
at  the  tip,  but  that  portion  of  the  bone 
which  was  connected  with  the  joint  had 
become  covered  with  flesh." 

Dr.  Schuk,  having  used  Calendula  for 
some  years,  has  communicated  the  three 
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following  cases,  in  which  among  others, 
he  has  usod  it  to  his  perfect  satisfaction. 

"1.  A  labourer  had  his  right  index 
finger  crushed,  the  bone  included.  The 
loose  pieces  of  bone  were  taken  out,  and 
Calendula  water  applied.  The  cure  was 
speedily  completed,  and  without  suppura- 
tion. 

2.  A  miller's  boy  had  two  of  his  fingers 
crushed,  as  in  the  former  case.  The 
pieces  of  bone  were  removed,  and  the 
parts  healed  rapidly  without  much  sup- 
puration ;  the  Calendula  water  having 
been  applied. 

3.  In  a  case  of  compound  fracture  of 
the  leg,  with  a  wound  of  nine  inches,  and 
where  the  shin  bone  was  entirely  exposed, 
the  tincture  of  Arnica,  was  used  for  a  few 
days,  on  account  of  the  violent  bruises  of 
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the  limb ;  after  that,  the  wound  was 
dressed  with  Calendula.  The  cure  was 
speedily  completed,  with  but  little  sup- 
puration." 

Many  cases  might  be  here  adduced  as 
to  the  satisfaction  of  Calendula  in  lacera- 
tions or  cuts.  The  following  one,  ex- 
perienced personally,  is  here  mentioned 
on  account  of  the  cure  being  so  oomplete. 

While  cutting  a  cork  with  a  scalpel 
my  hand  slipped,  and  I  cut  the  top  of  the 
left  thumb  and  thumb  nail  half  way  down 
the  nail.  I  instantly  applied  the  pure 
tincture  of  Calendula  on  a  cotton  rag, 
which  I  wrapped  round  the  thumb ;  on 
examination,  four  hours  afterwards,  there 
was  no  mark  of  the  cut  upon  the  nail  or 
the  thumb  ;  the  pain  was  taken  away  in 
a  few  minutes  after  the  application. 
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I  have  observed  that  Calendula,  in 
most  instances,  seems  at  once  to  contract 
the  mouths  of  small  arteries,  not  only 
where  they  have  been  directly  cut  across, 
but  where  they  have  been  slit  longitu- 
dinally. 

In  all  cases  where  the  fleshy  parts 
have  been  carried  away,  and  the  parts  of 
the  wound  cannot  be  brought  together  by 
adhesive  plaster,  Calendula  is  best  applied 
as  a  wash.  The  suppurative  process, 
which  is  so  exhausting  in  the  case  of  large 
wounds,  is  either  entirely  prevented  or 
very  much  shortened  and  diminished  by 
the  Calendula  wash. 

Lotion. — Twenty  drops  of  the  tincture 
added  to  a  quarter  of  a  pint  of  pure  soft 
water;  where  the  bleeding  is  consider- 
able the  lotion  may  be  made  twice  as 
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strong-,  or  the  tincture  used  in  a  pure 
state,  as  there  is  nothing  to  fear  from  an 
over-dose. 

CANTHAKIS   VESICATOEIA,  OR 
BLISTERING  FLY. 

Order,  Colenptara.  Gonus,  Cfinthariilre. 

This  insect  is  a  native  of  France  and 
Spain  ;  from  the  latter  country  it  derives 
its  English  name  of  Spanish  fly.  It  feeds 
on  the  lilac  and  ash,  and  has,  with  some 
other  insects,  the  strategy  to  counterfeit 
death.  In  the  month  of  June  the  Can- 
tharides  assemble  in  great  numbers  on 
the  trees,  whence  they  are  shaken  on  to 
cloths  spread  upon  the  ground  to  catch 
them  ;  they  are  then  dried  and  exported 
to  England,  where  they  are  principally 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  blisters. 


Canthans  vesicatoria 

A.. male       B  .  female 
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In  the  year  1694,  Dr.  Greenfield  was 
imprisoned  in  Newgate,  for  practically 
demonstrating  the  curative  properties  of 
Cantharides  in  strangury,  which  its  use 
was  known  to  produce.  He  was  im- 
prisoned because  his  practice  was  opposed 
to  the  allopathic  theory,  but  liberated 
because  his  mode  of  treatment  was  true. 
As  an  internal  remedy,  Cantharis  proves 
efficacious  in  renal  diseases,  and  disorders 
of  the  mucous  membranes  generally. 
Externally  it  will  prevent  blisters  form- 
ing in  cases  of  accident  by  fire  (burns  or 
scalds),  if  applied  with  sufficient  prompt- 
ness; and  will  in  most  instances  cure  chil- 
blains. In  all  cases  of  burns  or  scalds  one 
of  the  first  things  to  do,  is  to  keep  the  air 
from  the  injured  surface,  for  which  cotton 
wool,  or  cotton  of  close  texture  is  required. 
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The  tender  skin  of  children  is  often  rough- 
ened and  scaled  by  exposure  to  cold  winds. 
Make  a  lotion,  by  adding  ten  drops  of 
Cantharis  tincture,  to  one  pint  of  water  ; 
with  this  sponge  the  exposed  skin  night 
and  morning  ;  and  take  Cantharis  3,  in- 
ternally, one  pilule  night  and  morning; 
which  will  generally  cure  this  unpleasant- 
ness. Frost  bites  should  be  treated  with 
a  lotion  made  in  the  same  way.  See 
article  on  the  treatment  of  injuries  from 
fire. 

During  the  severe  winter  of  1854-55, 
in  Philadelphia, — when  the  mercury  in 
the  thermometer  stood  at  25  degrees 
below  zero, — I  had  the  pleasure  of  curing 
five  cases  of  frost  bites  with  the  internal 
administration  alone,  of  globules  of  Can- 
tharis 3 ;  four  of  the  cases  were  of  the 
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ears,  the  fifth  was  of  the  toes  of  both 
feet. 

The  prevailing  practice  of  rubbing  the 
frost-bitten  part  with  snow  is  frequently 
very  injurious  in  its  results.  The  friction 
having  a  tendency  to  break  the  small 
blood  vessels  of  the  skin,  and  so  increase 
the  inflammatory  state. 

The  following  case  of  frost-bite,  treated 
according  to  the  suggestions  of  a  previous 
edition  of  this  work,  is  both  interesting 
and  satisfactory. 

CURE  OF  FliOST-BITE  WITH  CANTHARIS. 

"  Enclosed  is  a  case  of  frost-bite  1 
treated  last  week.  I  certainly  never  saw 
anything  work  so  well,  the  woman  ob- 
taining almost  immediate  relief,  for  after 
using  the  lotion  twice,  the  pain  left  the 
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arm  and  finger  ;  although  for  three  weeks 
she  had  suffered  exceedingly,  using  poul- 
tices, etc.,  without  effect ;  in  fact,  the 
finger  was  turning  black  and  blue  :  it 
had  been  injured  at  first,  and  then  by 
careless  exposure  she  had  got  the  frost 
into  it. 

"Nov.  30. — Hannah  Hall  (agricultural 
labourer),  suffering  pain  from  hard  red 
swelling  of  the  third  finger  (right  hand) ; 
back  of  the  hand  swollen,  and  arm  very 
painful;  unable  to  rest  at  night.  Seemed 
to  have  been  injured  some  weeks  before. 
I  gave  her  a  lotion  of  Cantharis,  to  be 
applied  three  times  a  clay ;  also,  Can- 
tharis to  be  taken  internally,  night  and 
morning. 

"Dec.  1. — No  pain;  and  swelling 
diminishing. 
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"  Dec.  2. — Progressing  satisfactorily  ; 
continue  lotion. 

"  Dec.  3. — No  pain  ;  and  swelling 
completely  gone. 

"  Dec.  4. — Quite  well ;  gone  to  work. 

"  W.  P.  H." 

THE  HOMCEOPATHIC  TREATMENT  OF 
BURNS  AND  SCALDS. 

Nearly  sixty  years  have  elapsed,  since 
Edward  Kentish,  surgeon,  of  Newcastle, 
published  his  improved  treatment  of 
burns  ;  advising  the  use  of  irritating 
substances  in  preference  to  the  then  pre- 
vailing and  injurious  method  of  treat- 
ment with  ice,  cold  water,  and  other 
refrigerants. 

In  1816,  Hahnemann  published  two 
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interesting  articles  on  the  treatment  of 
these  injuries  with  heat,  and  heat- pro- 
ducing substances  ;  wherein  he  quoted  as 
a  proof  of  the  truth  of  the  law  of  likes, 
Kentish's  treatment,  and  ittl  superiority 
over  the  old  treatment  by  contraries. 
Since  then,  the  knowledge  of  curative 
agents  has  been  extended,  and  practice 
lias  confirmed  Hahnemann's  injunction, 
that  "likes  should  be  treated  with  likes.'' 
In  the  following  treatment  the  symptoms 
produced  by  the  remedies  indicate  their 
probability,  and  practice  their  certainty 
to  cure  "quickly,  safely,  and  pleasantly." 

Injuries  from  fire  resolve  themselves 
into  two  divisions  : — burns,  or  injuries 
from  heated  solids;  and  scalds,  or  injuries 
resulting  from  heated  liquids. 

Burns  frequently  extend  deeper  than 
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scalds,  which  more  generally  affect  the 
skin  only.  Children,  on  account  of  their 
nervous  excitability  are  not  so  well  able 
to  withstand  the  effects  of  scalding,  as  are 
grown-up  persons.  Burns  on  the  abdo- 
men are  often  fatal,  because  of  the  inflam- 
matory action  likely  to  ensue  in  the 
.stomach,  bowels,  or  other  important  or- 
gans, beneath  the  burned  surface.  Burns 
on  the  scalp  may  communicate  their  in- 
jurious effects  to  the  brain.  Injuries  from 
fire  occurring  on  the  face  and  upper  ex 
tremities  are  less  dangerous  than  those 
occurring  on  the  lower  extremities.  If 
more  than  one  half  of  the  surface  of  the 
skin  be  deeply  scalded,  recovery  will  be 
doubtful ;  but  even  in  such  case  the  treat- 
ment here  recommended  offers  the  most 
likely  chance  of  recovery,  and  will  at 
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least  alleviate  the  intense  sufferings  that 
would  otherwise  prevail. 

TREATMENT. 

//  the  clothes  have  caught  fire. — The 
first  thing  to  be  done  is  to  put  out  the 
fire.  This  is  easiest  done  by  rolling  the 
individual  firmly  upon  the  floor, — if  any 
woollen  or  linen  garment,  (cloak,  shawl, 
sable-cloth,  etc.)  be  at  hand,  it  should  be 
firmly  and  tightly  wrapped  round  the 
patient, — thus  the  flames  will  be  readily 
extinguished.  Be  very  careful  to  avoid 
creating  a  draught,  by  rapid  running  or 
walking,  and  be  particular  to  roll  the 
patient  on  the  floor,  as  the  upright 
position  favours  combustion.  After  the 
fire  has  been  subdued,  gently  disengage 
the  clothes  from  around  the  burned  snr- 
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face.  Should  a  portion  of  the  dress  or 
clothes  stick  to  the  burn,  do  not  attempt 
to  remove  them,  hut  cut  the  clothes  from 
around  that  part. 

If  the  individual  is  scalded, — the 
clothes  being  wet  will  generally  be  readily 
disengaged.  Here  caution  is  required, 
for  the  reason  that  the  skin  is  easilj 
pulled  away  with  the  clothes. 

The  treatment  should  be  both  mechan- 
ical and  specific,  the  former  in  preventing 
access  of  air  to  the  injury,  the  latter  in 
aiding  nature  more  readily  to  restore 
health  to  the  parts.  There  is  no  differ- 
ence between  the  treatment  of  burns  or 
scalds,  except  as  they  may  affect  the  skin 
or  deeper  tissues ;  for  this  reason  the 
treatment  is  divided  into  that  of  super- 
ficial and  deep-seated  injuries. 
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§  1.  When  the  injur)/  is  superficial,  little 
else  than  the  skin  being  affected.  Take 
a  piece  of  cotton  wool,  or  wadding,  or 
cotton  or  linen  cloth,  a  little  larger  than 
the  surface  injured,  saturate  it  with  Can- 
tharis  liniment,  and  apply  it  over  the 
injury,  covering  the  dressing  with  a  piece 
of  oiled  silk,  or  with  additional  folds  of 
dry  cotton  or  linen  cloth,  bandaging  up 
the  whole  with  a  roller  in  order  to  ex- 
clude the  air.  As  soon  as  the  application 
becomes  dry,  again  saturate  with  the 
liniment,  without  taking  the  cotton  from 
off  the  burn,  or  scald.  Internal  treat- 
ment, one  globule  of  Cantharis  every  hour. 

As  soon  as  the  pain  has  ceased,  or,  in 
Irom  one  to  eight  hours'  time,  (according 
to  the  extent  of  the  injury,)  the  part  may 
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be  examined,  and,  if  necessary,  the  treat- 
ment is  to  be  continued. 

Or  proceed  as  directed  in  §  3. 

§  2.  If  the  injury  has  extended  deeply 
— which  will  generally  be  known  by  the 
skin  being  burnt  through,  or,  if  scalded, 
by  its  coming  off :  proceed  as  above, 
except  that  Arnica  liniment  should  be 
substituted  for  Cantharis  liniment.  The 
layer  of  cotton  nearest  the  injured  part 
should  be  kept  well  moistened  with  the 
liniment,  but  should  not  be  taken  off  until 
at  least  twenty-four  hours  have  elapsed 
after  the  first  dressing.  Internal  treat- 
ment, one  globule  of  Arnica  every  hour 
for  the  first  six  hours ;  the  interval  should 
then  be  lengthened  as  improvement  ad- 
vances and  the  pain  is  relieved. 
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§  3.  After  a  lapse  of  twenty-four  hours  ; 
or,  (if  the  injury  is  very  extensive,)  after 
the  extreme  burning  pain  has  yielded  to 
the  treatment  and  there  remains  a  feeling 
of  soreness  with  slight  burning  pain  ;  the 
local  treatment  should  be  as  follows :  next 
the  skin,  lay  a  piece  of  fine  perforated 
linen,  saturated  with  simple  cerate ;  over 
which,  place  a  layer  of  cotton  wool, 
moistened  with  almond  oil ;  this  again  is 
to  be  covered  with  a  linen  bandage — 
renew  the  application  twice  or  thrice  in 
the  day.  The  internal  treatment  should 
be  Sulphuris  tinct.  30,  one  globule  two 
or  three  times  in  the  day,  for  the  first  few 
days,  but  as  improvement  advances  the 
frequency  of  the  dose  should  be  lessened. 
This  treatment  hastens  the  formation  of 
new  skin. 
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§  4.  For  burns  in  the  mouth  or  throat, 
caused  by  inhaling  steam  or  taking  hot 
food.  Three  drops  of  Arnica  liniment 
should  be  taken  every  ten,  fifteen,  or 
twenty  minutes.  The  liniment  will  act 
specifically  upon  the  injured  nervous  sys- 
tem, and  compose  the  sufferer.* 

§  5.  Sometimes  from  burns  over  the 
tendons  or  extremities  of  muscles  (as  at 
the  wrist,  and  other  joints),  lock-jaw  may 
be  produced  ;  or  from  burns  extending 
over  the  sheath  of  nerves,  severe  nerve - 
pains  may  be  developed.  It  frequently 
happens  that  after  a  very  severe  burn,  the 
muscles  (under  the  skin)  contract,  and 
cause  a  very  distorted  appearance,  which 

*  Liniments  are  preferable  to  lotions  on  account  of 
their  containing  soap  dissolved  in  spirits  of  wine,  which 
is  in  itself  beneficial  to  injuries  resulting  from  fire, — they 
may  be  obtained  from  any  homceopathic  chemist. 
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it.  is  not  always  possible  to  prevent.  As 
these  matters  do  not  happen  before  medi- 
cal assistance  can  bo  obtained,  should  any 
such  consequences  be  apprehended,  no 
time  is  to  be  lost  in  seeking  advice.  The 
treatment  just  given  should  in  the  mean- 
time be  persevered  with,  and  if  any  symp- 
toms of  lock-jaw  present  themselves,  a 
globule  of  Tgnatia  may  be  given  every 
half  hour. 

If  in  young  children  spasms  should 
occur,  a  globule  of  Chamomilla  should  be 
•riven  every  one  or  two  hours.  The 
modes  of  treatment  here  recommended 
for  burns  and  scalds,  will  in  most  cases 
prevent  any  development  of  Erysipelas ; 
but  should  any  symptoms  of  that  disease 
manifest  themselves,  they  will  be  safely 
controlled  by  a  globule  of  Rhus,  alter- 
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nately  with  the  other  internal  treatment 
employed. 

The  above  treatment  is  given  as  the 
best  under  any  circumstances ;  but  as 
serious  injury  may  happen,  and  none  of 
these  remedies  be  within  reach,  (although 
every  family  in  which  homoeopathic  medi- 
cine is  used,  should  be  prepared  for  such 
emergencies,)  let  me  repeat,  that  the 
whole  aim  in  this  treatment  is  first  to 
exclude  the  air  from  the  injury,  and  next 
to  act  medicinally  and  curatively  upon 
the  part  affected.  Where  the  liniments 
cannot  be  obtained,  cotton  wool,  well 
saturated  in  oil  should  be  used,  or  a  lini- 
ment extemporised  by  soap  made  into 
a  lather,  and  applied  upon  the  linen,  and 
then  the  air  effectually  excluded  by  ad- 
ditional bandages.  A  substitute  for  Ar- 
nica liniment  in  scalding  of  the  mouth  or 
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throat,  may  be  made  by  dissolving  soap 
in  spirits. 

A  most  primitive  yet  very  effectual 
remedy  in  the  treatment  of  burns  and 
scalds  is  cow-dung,  and,  from  its  being  so 
rich  in  phosphorus,  it  must  exert  a  specific 
as  well  as  a  mechanical  action  to  cure  in- 
juries resulting  from  fire.  I  mention  it 
here,  having  known  several  severe  burns 
and  ulcers  to  be  promptly  and  successfully 
cured  by  its  use ;  and  in  order  to  make 
this  article  useful  in  all  circumstances,  1 
think  it  would  hardly  be  complete  with- 
out reference  to  this  cure. 


CASES  ILLUSTRATIVE  OF  THE  HOMOEOPATHIC 
TREATMENT  OF  BURNS  AND  SCALDS. 


Case  I. — A  young  lad,  aged  fifteen, 
delicate,  and  whose  flesh  is  not  apt  to 
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heal  kindly,  was  scalded  on  the  right  leg 
from  near  the  knee  down  to  the  instep. 
In  taking  off  his  stocking  it  was  noticed 
that  several  blisters  had  formed,  one  very 
large  one  round  the  heel,  and  three 
smaller  ones.  A  piece  of  skin  came  away 
from  one  when  taking  off  the  stocking. 
He  was  treated  as  advised  in  §  1,  with 
Cantharis  liniment.  For  the  first  hour  he 
was  very  thirsty  and  feverish,  and  drank 
freely  of  cold  water.  This  state  gave 
way  to  the  treatment,  and  the  pain  en- 
tirely disappeared  in  an  hour's  time  after 
the  application  of  the  dressings.  As  no 
pain  remained  in  twenty-four  hours'  time 
after  the  accident  had  occurred,  the  parts 
were  examined.  "  No  fresh  blisters,  and 
in  those  already  formed,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  large  one  around  the  heel,  the 
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fluid  is  absorbed.  The  raw  surface  looks 
red  and  angry.  The  other  parts  of  the 
leg  seem  to  be  not  much  affected.  Treat  ■ 
ment  now  to  be  Arnica  to  the  large  blis- 
ter, and  Arnica  plaster  to  the  raw  surfe.ee. 
Internal  treatment,  one  globule  of  Arnica 
every  four  honrs."  In  four  days  his  leg 
was  quite  well  and  he  attended  to  his 
work  as  usual. 

Case  II. — A  little  girl  two  years  old 
fell  with  her  right  arm  upon  a  hot  poker, 
but  as  the  skin  did  not  appear  much  in- 
jured, and  she  soon  ceased  crying,  little 
notice  was  taken  of  the  circumstance. 
The  ne^t  day  she  was  very  feverish,  and 
complained  much  of  her  sore  arm,  upon 
which  Cantharis  liniment  was  now  ap- 
plied, and  Cantharis  given  internally. 
This  treatment  considerably  lessened  the 
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pain  and  reduced  the  fever,  but  owing  to 
the  child's  restless  habits,  the  air  was  not 
thoroughly  excluded,  and  a  few  pustules 
were  observed  round  the  bandage,  which, 
when  taken  off,  exposed  deep  ulceration 
of  the  skin,  that  extended  nearly  the 
whole  length  of  the  under  part  of  the 
forearm.  From  the  apparently  slight 
injury  this  was  not  anticipated,  (it  should 
teach  that  promptness  and  care  are  very 
desirable  in  tbese  matters.)  The  treat- 
ment then  proceeded  with  was  the  same  as 
is  described  in  §  3,  which  quickly  healed 
the  ulcerated  surface.  No  trace  is  left  of 
the  injury. 

Case  III. — A  lady,  after  a  burn  upon 
the  knuckles,  had  ulceration  of  the  skin, 
which  threatened  to  extend,  and  prove 
very  troublesome.     Some  years  back  she 
r 
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used  to  be  much  troubled  with  whitlows 
of  a  very  ulcerated  character,  which 
entirely  ceased  after  the  exhibition  of  one 
dose  of  Sulphur  30.  This  case  was 
treated  as  described  in  §  3,  to  which 
treatment  it  quickly  yielded. 

LEDUM  PALUSTRE,  OR  SILESIAN  ROSEMARY. 
Natural  order,  Ericaceie. 

This  plant  is  common  to  the  North  of 
Europe,  and  North  America,  growing  in 
marshy  districts,  hence  its  specific  name 
"  palustre."  This  truly  valuable  medi- 
cines, like  many  others,  bad  almost  en- 
tirely  departed  from  the  prescriptions  of 
(In-  profession  when  Hahnemann  proved 
its  effects  byexperiments  upon  the  healthy. 


Ledum  palustre. 
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The  only  constant  use  then  made  of  it 
was  by  brewers,  who  employed  it  to  im- 
part highly  intoxicating  qualities  to  their 
beer.  Dr.  A,  Teste,  who  has  most  fully 
proved  its  use  by  experiments  upon  the 
healthy  and  cures  of  the  afflicted,  states, 
that  it  "  is  to  wounds  inflicted  with 
pointed  instruments,  what  Arnica  is  to 
contusions." 

One  of  the  most  astonishing  properties 
of  Ledum  is,  the  power  it  possesses  (even 
when  used  internally  in  the  15th  dilution) 
instantly  to  cure  the  poisonous  effects  and 
itching  caused  by  mosquitoe  bites  ;*  we 
have  often  put  this  to  the  test,  and  have 
invariably  obtained  a  satisfactory  result. 

*  Although  it  cures  the  pnin  and  the  itching,  it  does 
not.  diminish  the  swelling  caused  by  the  bite  of  these 
insects  ;  this  gradually  disappears. 
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Stings  of  bees,  hornets,  wasps,  and  gnats 
are  speedily  cured  by  its  external  use  ; 
also  bites  of  rats,  horses,  and  cats;  chil- 
blains attended  with  a  general  coldness 
of  the  body,  the  chilblains  having  a 
blueish  appearance. 

Dr.  Teste's  recommendation  of  this 
medicine  in  Mosquitoe  bites  is,  to  say  the 
least,  very  comforting  to  those  afflicted 
with  these  "  blood  suckers."  In  the 
Diseases  of  Children,  by  this  author,  he 
writes  (p.  122,  foot  note)  : 

"  This  remarkable  specificity  of  Ledum 
induces  me  to  believe  that  it  might  suc- 
ceed againt  the  bite  of  venomous  reptiles." 
In  order  to  test  this,  I  made  the  following 
experiments ;  but  do  not  consider  them 
sufficient  to  prove  the  point.  August 
20th,  1856,  I  put  two  drachms  of  dried 
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Ledum  in  half  an  ounce  of  hot  water.  I 
procured  two  vipers,  one  full  grown,  and 
very  savage,  the  other  about  two-thirds 
the  size  of  the  large  one.  The  large  one 
killed  himself.  On  the  23rd  August, 
1858, 1  gave  to  a  young  kitten,  2  months 
old,  a  teaspoonful  of  the  Ledum  decoction ; 
part  she  spat  out.  In  five  minutes  after 
pricked  her  foot  with  the  dead  viper's 
fang  (run  it  into  the  ball  of  her  foot.)  No 
effect  followed.  3  15  p.m.,  same  day, 
without  repeating  the  dose  of  Ledum, 
allowed  the  young  viper  to  bite  the  kitten 
on  the  paw  for  fully  30  seconds.  Only 
effect,  slight  swelling  of  the  paw,  which 
she  licked  and  held  up  as  she  would  have 
done  from  any  wound  or  bruise.  She 
appeared  a  little  sleepy  after.  Nothing 
unusual.    The  size  of  the  smallest  viper 
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was  2  feet  2  inches  in  length,  and  it  had 
poison  fangs. 

Up  to  the  present  time  I  have  not  been 
able  to  obtain  any  more  vipers  to  repeat 
these  experiments. 

The  following  cures,  illustrative  of  the 
use  of  Ledum,  are  very  satisfactory.  "1st. 
Several  whitlows,  which  had  been  caused 
by  pricks  with  a  needle,  or  by  stings  of  in- 
sects ;  2nd,  a  violent  bite  of  a  water  rat 
on  the  index  finger  of  the  right  hand,  in  a 
young  man  who  was  catching  crabs  ;  3rd, 
a  serious  wound  experienced  by  a  young 
lady,  who  fell,  while  working  with  an  em- 
broidering needle  which  pierced  through 
her  hand ;  no  loss  of  blood  had  resulted 
from  this  accident ;  but  I  observed  in  the 
patient,  the  intense  cold  which  accom- 
panies and  characterizes  the  Ledum  fever. 
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In  from  six  to  seven  days  the  patient  was 
cured."* 

Ledum,  like  Arnica,  has  been  used  with 
great  benefit  in  the  cure  of  gout.  But  it 
should  only  be  applied  externally  in  those 
cases  where  the  Ledum  palustre  is  taken 
internally  ;  it  will  then  considerably 
modify  the  excruciating  pains  attendant 
upon  this  malady. 

The  quickest  results  I  have  ever  behehl 
from  any  homoeopathic  remedy,  I  have 
witnessed  from  the  internal  administration 
of  Ledum  in  Mosquitoe  bites ;  it  is  one  of 
the  most  certain  proofs  of  the  action  of 
small  doses  to  cure  quickly,  safely,  and 
pleasantly. 

Whilst  in  Canada  in  the  autumn  of 
1854,  some  of  my  English  friends  were 
*  Dr.  TeHtu'3  Materia  Ifedica. 
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complaining  bitterly  of  the  Mosquitoes 
that  were  busily  humming  round  us. 
Much  ridicule  had  passed  respecting  ho- 
moeopathy. Having  previously  seen  and 
felt  the  effects  of  Ledum,  I  determined  to 
give  them  all  positive  proof  that  the  little 
doses  were  sufficiently  large  to  cure.  I 
then  explained  to  them  the  meaning  of 
the  fifteenth  potency,  and  sent  a  messen- 
ger to  the  American  side  of  the  river  for 
a  bottle  of  Ledum  globules,  of  the  loth 
potency.  All  present  (there  were  eight,) 
eagerly  tried  the  cure,  not  having  any 
faith  in  its  efficacy,  when  to  their  surprise, 
almost  before  the  solution  of  the  globules 
in  their  mouths,  they  lost  the  intolerable 
itching,  which  invariably  accompanies 
mosquitoe  bites,  and,  with  some  indi- 
viduals, often   lasts   for  weeks.  They 
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voted  their  thanks  to  homoeopathy,  ac- 
companied with  expressions  of  regret 
that  they  had  not  been  previously  aware 
of  its  "powerful  medicines." 

Many  other  cases  of  the  use  of  Ledum 
in  Mosquitoe  bites  have  come  under  my 
notice,  and  all  have  been  as  satisfactorily 
cured  as  the  one  above  related. 

The  external  use  of  Ledum  15,  con- 
jointly with  its  internal  administration, 
has  proved  very  satisfactory  in  my  prac- 
tice in  hornet  and  wasp  stings  on  the  face, 
near  the  eyes,  and  on  the  hands.  I  have 
also  used  the  lotion  here  recommended, 
as  a  wash  in  wasp  stings.  The  superior 
efficacy  of  Ledum  over  Arnica  to  cure  the 
stings  of  insects,  is  as  decided  as  the  fact 
that  Arnica  is  more  efficacious  than  mere 
water  dressings. 
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It  may  be  worthy  of  remark  here,  that 
if  the  sting  of  a  wasp,  bee,  or  hornet  be 
left  in  the  skin,  it  should  be  taken  out 
after  the  first  application  of  the  remedy. 

Lotion. — Twenty  drops  of  the  tinctnre 
added  to  a  quarter  of  a  pint  of  water. 

RHUS  TOXICODENDRON,  OR  POISON  OAK. 

Natural  order,  Anaeardincete. 

Rhus  Toxicodendron  is  indigenous  to 
North  America,  where  it  abounds  much 
to  the  anDoyance  of  the  farmer,  and  every 
one  who  has  the  misfortune  to  be  troubled 
with  this  pest  on  his  grounds.  At  some 
seasons  of  the  year  the  exhalations  from 
this  plant  are  very  deleterious,  and  have 
gained  for  it  the  common  name  of  Poison 
Oak.    Lt  adds  very  much  to  the  magnifi- 
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cence  of  the  American  autumn,  being  one 
of  the  first  plants  to  assume  the  red  autum- 
nal colour  so  common  to  vegetation  in 
such  climates.    Its  use  requires  care. 

One  of  its  most  decided  curative  effects 
was  shown  by  Hahnemann,  in  the  War 
Typhus  of  1813  ;  he  did  not  lose  one  sin- 
gle patient,  "  while  thousands  of  patients, 
whose  treatment  was  derived  from  specu- 
lative notions  about  the  essence  of  the 
disease,  died  almost  without  an  exception." 

Warts  have  often  been  cured,  by  daily 
touching  the  top  of  the  wart  with  the 
pure  tincture  of  Rhus,  and  continuing  the 
application  for  a  few  weeks. 

Sprains,  which  under  the  old  method  of 
treatment  may  remain  six  weeks  without 
cure,  are  cured  by  Ehus  in  a  few  days. 
Rhus  is  curative  in  strains  of  the  muscles ; 
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chilblains ;  corns  ;  sprains  of  the  joints, 
and  of  the  back,  that  are  worse  directly 
on  motion,  bnt  more  particularly  at  night, 
while  in  bed,  and  at  rest.  It  is  curative 
in  rheumatism  where  the  greatest  rigidity 
and  pain  is  experienced  on  first  moving 
the  joints  after  rest,  and  on  waking  up  in 
the  morning  ;  in  this  disease  its  internal 
administration  will  suffice. 

In  illustration  of  the  quickness  with 
which  Rhus  cures  sprains,  the  following 
case  is  given. 

Whilst  crossing  a  street,  one  day  in  the 
month  of  March,  a  young  lady  slipped  and 
sprained  her  ankle.  In  a  short  time  she 
was  entirely  unable  to  walk  upon  the  foot  ; 
there  was  considerable  swelling,  heat,  and 
tenderness.  A  few  globules  of  Rhus  were 
taken,  and  Ehus  liniment  was  applied  to 
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the  ankle  for  ten  minutes,  and  repeated 
twice  that  day.  This  application  was 
continued  night  and  morning  for  three 
days,  when  the  patient  was  decidedly  im- 
proved and  able  to  move  about  with  com- 
parative ease ;  in  a  week  the  cure  was 
perfected. 

Like  the  Arnica,  the  frequent  use  of 
Khus  in  domestic  practice  is  well  known 
to  homoeopathists.  The  above  case  may 
suffice  to  introduce  it  to  those  not  conver- 
sant with  its  use. 

Lotion. — Twenty  drops  of  the  tincture 
to  half  a  pint  of  water. 

RUT  A  GRAVEOLENS,  OR  GARDEN  RUE. 

Natural  order,  Rutaceffi. 

Rue  is  a  native  of  the  South  of  Europe, 
but  has  been  sufficiently  long  domesti- 
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cited  in  this  country  to  make  its  name  a 
household  word.  Sbakspeare  often  men- 
tions it,  and  Milton's  allusion  to  its  use 
in  weakness  of  sight  is  something  more 
than  mere  imagination. 

Rue,  amongst  other  internal  uses,  is  noted 
for  its  properties  in  blindness,  resulting 
from  disease  of  the  optic  nerve.  Amongst 
household  remedies  it  has  long  held  its 
place  as  a  disinfectant.  In  the  large  dose, 
internally  taken,  it  has  sometimes  occa- 
sioned death,  and  often  lasting  illness  ;  but 
the  quantity  advised  here  for  external  ap- 
plication, may  be  used  with  safety.  Hahne- 
mann observes,  "  this  powerful  plant  has 
been  chiefly  used  by  laymen  as  a  domes- 
tic remedy." 

It  is  specific  in  mechanical  injury  of 
the  wrist  and  ankle  joints,  and  in  rheu- 
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matic  paralysis  of  these  parts  ;  bed  sores, 
where  the  skin  is  much  broken  and  ulcer- 
ation of  the  parts  is  taking  place.  It 
is  also  exceedingly  useful  in  ingrowing  of 
the  toe  nail  with  ulceration  of  the  toe ; 
bruises  of  the  nails  on  the  hands  or  feet ; 
and  in  contusions  of  the  bones  generally. 

The  following  case  of  Eheumatic  Para- 
lysis of  the  ankle,  was  cured  by  internal 
treatment  alone. 

Feb.  26,  1856.  C.  J.,  gardener,  has 
rheumatic  paralysis  of  right  ankle,  is  con- 
fined to  his  bed,  the  walls  of  his  room  are 
damp,  he  complains  of  an  aching  in  his 
ankle  which  is  much  swollen,  he  cannot 
move  it,  there  seems  to  be  no  power  in  it. 
To  take  one  globule  of  the  30th  potency 
of  Kuta  dissolved  in  water,  every  four 
hours.    Feb.  29.    Is  much  better,  re- 
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peat,  Ruta  12th  potency  ;  after  taking  the 
last  prescription  he  was  enabled  to  work 
as  usual,  feeling  himself  quite  cured. 

Lotion. — Twenty  drops  of  the  tincture 
to  a  quarter  of  a  pint  of  water. 


ALPHABETICAL  ARRANGEMENT  OF  THE  USES 
OF  THE  SIX  EXTERNAL  REMEDIES. 


The  figures  refer  to  the  rootles  of  applying  the  remedies  ; 
sec  pages  18  and  19. 


4  Bed  sores.  Arnica. 
4  Bed  sores,  ulcerated  Ruta. 
2  or  4  Black  eye.  Arnica. 
2  Bites  of  rats,  insects,  cats, 

and  horses.  Ledum. 
2  Blows,  effects  from  Arnica. 

1  Bones,  contusions  of  Ruta. 

2  Bruises  generally.  Arnica. 
1  Bruises  of  wrist  and  ankle 

joints.  Ruta. 
*  Burns  and  scalds.  Cantharis. 
j  Chapped  hands  or  lips.  Arnica. 

'  See  Cantharides  page  50.         +  See  Arnica  page  23. 
C 
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1  or  3  Chilblains,  having  round 
red  and  shining  appear- 
ance with  aching  pain.  Arnica. 

1  or  3  Chilblains,  between  or 
on  the  fingers, or (3)  crack- 
ing and  oozing  out  a  watery 
secretion;  itching  pain 
increased  to  burning  on 
being  touched.  Cantharis. 

I  or  3  Chilblains  of  blueish 
swelled  appearance,  with 
general  coldness  of  the  body 
and  extremities.  Ledum. 

]  or  3  Chilblains  with  red 
shining  swelling  extend- 
ing, on  fingers  or  toes, 
(particularly  if  at  the  finger 
joints)  with  stinging  pain 
on  being  touched.  Rhus  tox. 
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1  2  or  4  Crushes,  effects  of,  if 

bruised.  Arnica. 
  if  lacerated.  Calendula. 

2  Contusions  of  soft  parts.  Arnica. 

1  Contusions  of  the  bones.  Ruta. 

2  Corns,  sore  after  cutting.  Arnica. 

1  Corns,  burning  in  bed.  Rhus  tox. 

1  Cuts.  Calendula. 

2  or  4  Eyes,  black.  Arnica. 
2  Falls.  Arnica. 

2  Frost  bites.  Cantharis. 
4  Gatherings,  see  whitlow. 

Gout,  see  page  23.  Arnica. 

Ditto.         75.  Ledum. 

2  Horse  bites.  Ledum. 

2  Insect  stings  and  bites.  Ledum. 

4  In-growing  toe  nail.  ifo^a. 
2  Muscular  debility,  page  22  Arnica. 

2  Muscular  fatigue.     ,,  22  Arnica. 
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•1  Nails,  cut  to  the  quick.  Calendula. 
4  Nails,  bruises  of.  Ruta. 

2  Rat  bites.  Ledum. 

3  Rheumatic  paralysis  of  the 

aukle  and  wrist  joints.  Ruta. 

2  Rough  skin  of  children.  Cantharis. 
Serpent  bites,  Antidote  to 

see  page  72.  Ledum. 

3  Sprains  and  strains.  Rhus  tox. 


2  Stings  of  insects. 


Ledum. 


2  Teeth  extracting,  pain  after  Arnica. 


Ulceration  of  the  toe. 
Ulcerated  bed  sores. 
Warts,  page  40. 

Ditto.  79. 
Whitlow,  or  gathering. 
Wounds,  contused. 
Wounds,  lacerated. 
Wounds,  punctured. 


Ruta. 
Ruta. 

Calendula. 

Rhus. 

Arnica. 

Arnica. 

Calendula. 

Ledum. 


TINCTURE  OF  CAMPHOR. 

Is  an  alcoholic  tincture  of  the  gum  ex- 
tracted from  the  Dryobalanops  Camphora, 
and  the  Lauras  Camphora,  both  natives 
of  China,  where  their  rich  green  foliage 
and  wide  spreading  branches,  render 
them  equal  in  beauty  to  any  of  our 
English  trees;  and  as  they  are  evergreen, 
not  only  does  their  green  verdure  cheer 
the  eye  in  the  heat  of  summer,  but  also 
refreshes  the  vision  in  the  bare  waste  of 
winter. 

The  most  frequent  uses  of  the  tincture 
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of  Camphor  give  it  a  place  amongst  re- 
medies particularly  suitable  to  casualties. 
1 1  is  generally  used  in  the  form  of  strong 
tincture  in  from  half  drop  to  drop  doses. 
The  reason  assigned  for  such  use  by 
some,  is,  that  its  effects  on  the  body  soon 
ceases;  unfortunately  for  such,  this  theory 
is  not  correct.  Many  cholera  patients  of 
allopathic  practitioners,  who  were  dosed 
with  this  remedy  with  teaspoonful  doses 
often  repeated,  in  a  few  months  after 
ceasing  medicine,  shewed  unmistakable 
signs  of  mania.  (Instances  of  this  oc- 
curred in  Canada  West,  in  the  year  1S54.) 
This  affords  another  and  a  lamentable  in- 
stance of  the  maltreatment  of  homoeo- 
pathy, at  the  bauds  of  those  who  know 
not  how  to  appreciate  its  uses. 

As  the  homoeopathic  tincture  of  Cam- 
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phor  is  always  prepared  according  to  a 
fixed  standard,  both  as  to  quality  and 
quantity,  no  such  dangerous  result  as  the 
one  above  mentioned  need  be  appre- 
hended from  drop  doses  of  it.  In  some 
instances  fear  might  induce  a  too  frequent 
repetition  of  the  dose,  as  in  the  following 
instance,  which  is  vividly  before  our 
recollection : — 

A  German,  under  great  apprehension 
of  Cholera,  frequently  repeated  his  doses 
of  Camphor,  until  at  last  diarrhoea  set  in. 
His  breath,  which  was  hot  and  odorous  of 
the  medicament,  gave  the  clue  to  his  ail- 
ment, and  induced  the  attendant  physi- 
cian to  prescribe  a  few  teaspoonfuls  of  a 
decoction  of  coffee,  which  quite  restored 
the  patient  in  a  few  hours.  Coffee,  so 
administered,  completely  antidotes  the  ill 
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effects  of  an  overdose  of  Camphor.  It  has 
been  stated  that  Camphor  is  not  capable 
of  being  dynamized,  i.e.,  of  being  carried 
up  to  the  third  and  higher  dilutions,  like 
other  remedies.  This  is  not  true,  for  I 
have  used  it  in  choleraic  diarrhoea,  in  the 
third  dilution,  with  every  success.  Dr. 
Joslin,  of  America,  than  whom  a  more 
skilful  physician  scarcely  exists,  strongly 
recommends  the  use  of  the  tincture  of 
Camphora  3,  in  preference  to  the  usual 
tincture  ;  especially  in  cholera,  where  he 
states  it  is  equally  beneficial,  and  when 
needed  another  remedy  can  be  used  im- 
mediately after  it,  without  being  anti- 
doted  by  the  Camphor  previously  ad- 
ministered. 

The  differences  in  use  between  the  two 
forms  of  the  tinctures  of  Camphor  may 
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be  compared  thus  : 


Pure  Camphor  Tincture 
has  been  used  most  fre- 
quently, and  bus  the  Ar- 
PEAHANCE  of  greater 
safety. 

Its  after  effects  are  uot  re- 
markable in  the  dose 
usually  recommended  by 
homceopathists. 

As  it  antidotes  most  other 
homoeopathic  medicines, 
an  interval  between  its 
use  and  the  use  of  any 
other  homoeopathic  re- 
medy should  be  allowed. 


It  must  be  kept  apart  from 
other  medicines. 


CAMPHOR  TrNCTURE  OF 
the  3rd  Dilution  has 
proved  equally  efficacious 
so  far  as  it  has  been  used. 


There  is  nothing  to  fear 
from  frequent  repetition 
or  overdose. 

It  does  not  so  readily  anti- 
dote homoeopathic  medi- 
cines, so  another  medi- 
cine may  be  given  with- 
out delay.  This  is  of 
great  importance  in  such 
a  disease  as  cholera, 
where  no  time  can  be  lost. 

It  need  not  be  kept  apart 
from  other  medicines. 


The  particular  diseases  in  which  Cam- 
phor is  more  frequently  needed,  are — 

Cholera,  in  the  first  stage  more  than 
in  any  other. 

Colds,  in  the  commencement  are  fre- 
quently cured  by  this  remedy  ;  especially 
where  much  chilliness,  and  debility,  is 
present. 
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Diarrhcva.  Epilepsy.  Influenza. 
Fainting. 

Poisoning  by  opium  and  other  veget- 
able poisons. 
Hay  Fever. 

Ague,  in  its  commencement. 

In  all  or  any  of  these  diseases  where 
the  following  symptoms  are  manifest : — 

The  ailment  comes  on  suddenly  with 
increased  prostration  of  strength,  loss  of 
energy  and  lowness  of  spirits,  coldness  of 
the  body  generally  and  chilliness  of  the 
extremities,  cramps  in  the  muscles  of  the 
arms,  or  calves  of  the  legs,  sweats  over 
the  head  and  neck,  chills  with  occasional 
flushes  over  the  body  and  face  accom- 
panied with  a  feeling  of  faintness  and 
dizziness. 

In  cholera  and  choleraic  diarrhoea,  in 
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addition  to  the  above  symptoms,  when 
there  is  vomiting  and  diarrhoea,  or  diar- 
rhoea with  griping  in  the  abdomen,  and 
blueness  or  palor  of  the  face. 

In  Influenza,  with  the  above  symptoms 
and  stoppage  of  the  nose,  or  discharge  of 
watery  fluid  from  the  nostrils,  and  head- 
ache as  though  the  brain  were  contracted. 

I  have  reason  to  speak  highly  of  Cam- 
phor as  a  restorative  in  fainting,  having 
xised  it  frequently,  and  always  with  suc- 
cess. The  patient  should  be  placed  in  a 
reclining  position,  with  the  head  very 
slightly  raised,  and  the  bottle  containing 
the  Camphor  should  be  applied  once  or 
twice  to  the  nostrils  and  then  withdrawn, 
in  the  same  manner  as  smelling  salts  are 
applied,  the  use  of  which  it  entirely  super- 
sedes.   Fresh  air  should  be  allowed  to 
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the  patient.  Cold  water  sprinkled  over 
the  face  will  quicken  recovery,  which  as 
it  sets  in  may  be  materially  aided  by  the 
patient  drinking  water  with  a  drop  of 
Camphor  in  it.  Fainting  and  faint  feel- 
ings, in  crowded  and  ill  ventilated  rooms, 
will  be  relieved  by  using  the  Camphor, 
instead  of  Smelling  Salts. 

Poisoning  by  opium. — The  stupid  sleep 
induced  by  this  drug  may  be  treated  by 
drop  doses  of  the  pure  tincture  of  Cam- 
phor every  two  or  three  minutes.  As 
recovery  commences  the  interval  between 
the  doses  is  to  be  increased,  and  if  in  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  no  benefit  is  ex- 
perienced, a  teaspoonfnl  dose  of  a  strong 
decoction  of  coffee  should  be  used  and 
often  repeated.  Poisoning  by  any  veget- 
able substance  which  presents  the  symp- 
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torus  of  coldness,  etc.,  mentioned  above, 
should  be  treated  with  Camphor.  One 
of  the  first  matters  in  poisoning  by  any 
substance  is  to  induce  vomiting,  so  that 
whatever  of  the  poison  still  remains  in  the 
stomach  may  be  dismissed.  Vomiting  is 
most  readily  induced  by  titillating  the 
back  of  the  tongue  with  the  finger. 

In  cases  of  poisoning  or  fainting,  the 
pure  tincture  of  Camphor  is  preferable. 

In  Ague,  where  the  chill  is  most  appa- 
rent and  accompanied  with  rigidity  or 
cramps  of  the  muscles  and  faintness, 
Camphor  may  be  used,  and  repeated 
every  quarter  of  an  hour  in  the  chill. 
The  dose  is  one  drop  in  water,  or  on  loaf 
sugar.  Camphor  is  but  slightly  soluble 
in  water,  and  floats  on  the  top,  this  how- 
ever does  not  hinder  its  being  readily 
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administered  in  such  manner.  It  may- 
be repeated  every  live  minutes  for  the 
first  quarter  of  an  hour  ;  as  recovery  sets 
in,  the  interval  should  be  lengthened. 
In  cholera,  diarrhoea,  or  influenza,  a  re- 
clining posture  is  the  most  comfortable, 
and  the  one  which  tends  more  readily  to 
recovery.  External  warmth  is  of  great 
importance  in  the  treatment  of  these  dis- 
eases, for  further  particulars  respecting 
them  see  the  Domestic  Guides  to  Homoeo- 
pathic Practice. 
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so  completely  divested  of  all  occult  technical  terms  ami 
phrases,  that  those  who  run  may  read,  and  those  who 
read  with  any  degree  of  attention  cannot  fail  to  possess 
themselves  of  the  meaning  of  the  author.  Its  list  01 
subjects  is  very  copious,  and  it  is  accompanied  by  a 
capital  index,  funiishinr  the  greatest  facility  for  retei- 
enee,  which  is  always  half  the  value  of  such  a  worK.  — 
Manchester  Weekly  Advertiser. 


